
 

 
Feast of All Saints - A 

Revelations 7:2-4, 9-14,   1 John 3: 1-3,     Matthew 5: 1-12a 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Our Church refers to anyone as a saint when there’s evidence of a miracle 
that occurred by the power of God through the intercession of that saint. 
This is why despite the millions of holy persons who have lived saintly lives, 
there are only a few who have been officially canonized as saints. 

Today is a very special day dedicated to all the Saints: those famous Saints 
whose names we know and all the countless others who are unnamed and 
are now in heaven. These are the holy men and women who have “washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” 

We ask the saints to pray for us. When they were on earth, they prayed for 
others, so they will surely help us now that they are with God. The saints 
intercede to God on our behalf just as we intercede for our fellow human 
beings by praying for them. 

Today’s gospel, the Beatitudes, is one of the most complete profiles of the 
kind of person who is a saint. It’s a litany of what it means to be “blessed” 
and is the perfect blueprint for living the Christian life. They begin and end 
with the phrase: “for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” And in the closing 
words of this section of Jesus’ sermon, Jesus says, “Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in heaven…” 

The saints in heaven we celebrate today are our role models. They worked to 
be what Jesus is calling us to be.  To be poor in spirit.  To be meek.  To be 
merciful.  To make peace.  This is how we begin to become what Jesus called 
“blessed,” and what the Church calls saints. 



 

The saints are constant reminders that it is possible to live out the beatitudes 
and live holy lives. We can be fully human and also Christ-like. The saints are 
the greatest encouragement we need to imitate their Christian lives so that 
we too, will be rewarded by our God at the end of our journey here.   

The saints were ordinary people, like you and me, who followed Jesus’ 
example and teachings, closely. They were not born saints. No one is born a 
saint. It’s something we become. Those living by these principles meet the 
world’s challenges with humility, generosity, non-violence and gentleness. 
They spend time and energy working for peace and justice. This is how one 
becomes a saint. 

Like us, the saints struggled with sin and temptation, they walked the journey 
toward holiness, sometimes stumbling, sometimes falling, but always getting 
back up and moving on, resolving to do better, to be better and to aim 
higher. 

We’re not born saints but every one of us, by the grace of God, can become 
one. 

As we read in Revelations, no one leaves this world in a perfected state or 
without the painful and obvious marks of human weakness and failure. But 
we are washed clean in the love and grace of God revealed in Jesus Christ.  

Our Gospel reminds us that this path to holiness is also the path to 
happiness. Let’s ask the Lord to make us saints. Let’s ask the saints for their 
prayers to help us make this happen. Then, let’s do the necessary work to 
be Jesus’ disciples as we go marching on. 

Dear God, thank you for the example of the Saints. I want to join in 
their company, worshiping you forever in Heaven. Please help me 
follow their footsteps, and yours, Jesus. Please help me to conform 
myself to Your image, seeking Your will in all things, as the Saints did. 
Please help me to devote myself, and all that I do, to Your glory, and to 
the service of my neighbours. Amen. 

 

Fr. Ignatius Tran 


