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                                    4th SUNDAY OF EASTER  

My Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Jesus called himself the “Good Shepherd” in our Gospel lesson 
today. He never forgot his love for the sheep, never forgot to lead 
by example, and never forgot to treat all his sheep with respect. 
He was truly a Good Shepherd.  

Our Lord, Jesus called his apostles to become the first priests and 
carry on spreading the Good News knowing that he would soon 
no longer be physically with them.  He wanted his disciples to 
follow his example by having the heart and motivation of a good 
shepherd. 

We might think looking after sheep is a simple task but it isn’t. It 
takes a good shepherd years to learn his trade.  

Sheep can be pretty stubborn. The shepherd must be patient and 
kind and not get frustrated with them.  If the shepherd expects 
the sheep never to stray, never to fall into a ditch, never to get 
lost, never to cry out in hunger or weariness, that shepherd has 
forgotten the nature of sheep and the purpose for which they 
were called to be a shepherd in the first place.  

Parents of young children certainly know this! They can be 
exasperated and worn down by the constant whining and 
demands of toddlers. Sometimes they just want to yell, “Why 
don’t you just grow up!” One day they will. That day will come all 
too soon! But now, they need you. In your weariness you may 
temporarily forget that taking care of them  brings you great joy. 

Sheep are led, not driven. Sheep respond to a shepherd whose 
voice they recognize. A shepherd must model the direction, must 
lead the way, before the sheep will follow. A single shepherd can 
lead a large flock.  



A shepherd must have courage enough to go first, compassion 
enough to choose a path safe for the weakest among the flock, 
and confidence enough to know that they will follow their leader. 

The sheep belong to God and must be treated with respect. The 
church leaders must lead them in a humble manner. They will give 
an account of their leadership, of their shepherding, to the Great 
Shepherd of the Church, Jesus himself. 

Jesus says that he is the Good Shepherd and that his sheep hear 
his voice. Jesus calls the sheep by name and they hear him and 
follow him. God comes to you personally and directly and calls 
you by name to come and follow. We hear the voice of Jesus 
calling us through his Word, through the witness of others, 
through the community of the faithful, and we believe and follow. 
Others may not hear his voice and go off in a different direction, 
like sheep going astray because sheep follow the crowd and don’t 
think of the consequences- remember the 900 followers of the 
cult leader Jim Jones who committed suicide in Jonestown Guyana 
– simply on the say so of their leader?  

Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life. Jesus is the gate as well 
as the shepherd. We do not follow those who are bandits and 
thieves but the one through whom we enter the sheepfold, safe 
passage to the house of the Lord forever. 

Continue to stay safe and healthy in God’s protection. May the 
Blessed Mother and St. Joseph intercede for us. 

Fr. Ignatius Tran 

 

 

 

 


