
  

May 10th, 2020 

5th SUNDAY OF EASTER Message- A 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Today is the 5th Sunday of Easter and also Mother’s Day! 

This year Mother’s Day may not be celebrated in the same ways as 
in the past. There won’t be any restaurant dinner out this year. 
Many mothers and grandmothers must be content with internet 
visits with their children and their grandchildren.  

This Covid19, may have robbed us of our usual ways of expressing 
our love, appreciation and gratitude for all that our mothers do for 
us. They are a blessing from God, a touch of divine love bestowed 
on us. Let’s be as creative as we can be this year in saying thank you 
to our mothers and grandmothers! God bless all mothers! 

Our Lord’s words at the beginning of John 14 are a profound source 
of hope and reassurance. “Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
Believe in God, believe also in me.”  Jesus is asking us to have trust 
in him. He is with us.  

Someone told me once that one of his childhood memories was 
about a “Storm Home.” He, and many of the students in his class, 
lived on farms away from the town site, so in winter, if a blizzard 
was expected, each child was assigned to someone’s home in town. 
The child would be welcomed there to stay until the weather 
improved.  His assigned Storm Home was with an elderly couple 



who lived in a little green cottage down by the lake. Staying with 
them in their cozy home had a way of calming his fears and making 
him feel stronger. 

As an adult, when he’s troubled now, one way he quiets his 
thoughts is to think back to his seventh grade and the safe place 
that was his “Storm Home”.  

Do you have a safe place to call your storm home? We need places 
of privacy, security, and refuge. Young people also need their 
space, their own place. If possible, every teenager should have their 
own room. We all need a place where the world cannot get to us. 
Notice how often our Lord Jesus withdrew to a private place to be 
alone.  

Your storm home could also be a special person. Someone who 
totally understands you. Someone you can tell anything and 
everything to. A true friend is a storm home. Don’t worry if there 
are not many such people in your life. One is all you need.  

On the negative side, it must be said that a person’s storm home 
may be something inadequate, inappropriate, and even 
destructive. Some places of refuge provide only a false sense of 
security. Drugs and alcohol, for example, make very poor storm 
homes. Some belief systems make bad storm homes, as do some 
fantasies and dreams. Mere escapism cannot protect us from the 
storms of life. 

Whatever other storm homes we have, ultimately our storm home 
must be with God. God is our ultimate refuge and our true 
strength. We are living in a time where we must isolate ourselves 
from the people we love and places we can no longer go to.  

When a deadly virus can seriously threaten the health of human 
lives all over the world, all traditional forms of security are useless. 



When all other storm homes have collapsed, what is left? God is 
the only ultimate refuge and security. 

Our Lord’s words at the beginning of John 14 are a profound source 
of hope and reassurance. “Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
Believe in God, believe also in me...I go to prepare a place for 
you...so that where I am, there you may be also.” Ultimately, this is 
our Storm Home. We are all safe in the arms of our loving God.  

Knowing our storm home is in God should not cause us to give up 
on the world. Jesus calls us into the world, with all its dangers and 
uncertainties. Jesus promised his followers that in the world they 
would experience tribulation. “But be of good cheer,” he said, “I 
have overcome the world.” (Jn 16:33) 

Therefore, my dear friends, let us live in confident faith, doing 
Christ’s work in the world, knowing that God is our refuge and 
strength. In the Father’s house are many rooms—there’s one for 
you, and one for me…   

God bless you all and Happy Mother’s Day!    

 

Yours in Christ, 

Fr. Ignatius Tran 

P.S. This message is on the new letterhead created by our web 
master, Blanche Crerar. Thank you. 

 

 

 



 

                                         


