
May 24, 2020  

Ascension of our Lord- Message - A 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Today we celebrate the Feast of the Ascension of our Lord 
when Jesus is taken up to heaven in a cloud. 

In the first reading, Jesus’s ascension does not mark the 
ending but the continuation of his work as Lord and 
Messiah and it prepares for the beginning of His Body -- the 
Church -- at the coming of the Holy Spirit.  

If we have ever doubted that each one of us is given an 
important mission on earth, this story speaks it all:  

At the end of the war, things lay desolate everywhere. A 
soldier walked through the rubble and found a broken 
crucifix with no hands and feet on the corpus. He reverently 
picked it up, brought it to the partly damaged church, laid it 
in front of the church door and affixed a note to it that said, 
“You are My hands and feet.”  

We are the hands and feet of Christ. It is up to us to 
continue Jesus’ work and help build the kingdom of God.  

Jesus is no longer physically present in our world but he is 
active in it through his Church, through us. Through you 



and me. We are His Church. We are, as the second reading 
refers to, his Body. Our Lord now makes himself present to 
the world through the Church which he directs as its 
“Head.” 

The Church is not a substitute or a “second best” for Jesus. 
It is the final accomplishment of God’s plan for the world.  

Now it is up to us. We can gather more people in through 
our positive examples of faith or we may scatter people 
through what we do or fail to do.  

I have been blessed to see how the Holy Spirit has moved 
in us through our efforts to be of service to one another, 
both in our St. Gerard’s community and globally.  

We are not perfect and so our Church cannot be perfect 
either here on earth. There may be occasional set-backs 
and disagreements with one another. We must remember, 
however, that as God’s people, we learn, we forgive and 
we strive to be better. Many good deeds are being done- 
even in this time of Covid19.  

We work tirelessly and enthusiastically to keep our 
community vibrant, alive, attractive and welcoming. We 
may never reach perfection- and everyone’s idea of 
“perfection” will be different- but we can always try to do 
our best. I am very proud of our combined efforts. Visitors 
always comment on how beautiful our Mass is, how 
welcomed they were made to feel and how the peaceful 
atmosphere in our church has calmed or invigorated them.  



This comes through our collaborative efforts both in the 
forefront and behind the scenes. God sees all that you do.  

Our parishioners, with the help of the Holy Spirit, 
generously volunteer their many different talents to serve 
as our Lord’s hands and feet. We are blessed! 

Remember that Jesus is presently reigning as king and 
remains active and engaged in our world and our lives. He 
is at work everywhere and able to hear and respond to our 
prayers. He sympathizes with our struggles and promises 
to do whatever we ask in his name. Let’s all pray for an end 
to this pandemic! 

Our Lord will return as judge and king and set up his 
kingdom of truth, righteousness and love which we will be 
able to share with Him forever! 

 

Stay safe and let’s not let our guard down. 

 

Fr. Ignatius Tran 

 


