
  

  

June 2, 2020  

Dear parishioners of St. Gerard’s Parish,  

We have good news for you!!! The “green light” has been given to celebrate 
Masses once again in our church facility. ALLELUIA!   

This being said, there are many directives, procedures, and conditions that need to 
be heeded and followed in order for the celebration of the Eucharist to take place. 
In fact, the May 24th, 2020, “Guidelines for the Reintroduction of the Public 
Celebration of Holy Mass,” is 25 pages long! Bishop McGrattan’s video, letter to 
the faithful, and the guidelines are on the parish website. Please take the time to 
view the video and read the letter and guidelines.   

The Covid-19 pandemic is still a very dangerous reality in our world, so we are 
asked to be vigilant and careful in this restart endeavor.   

With this in mind, here are some important points to keep in mind:  

 No one is obligated to attend Mass, either on a weekday or on Sunday.  

 No more than 50 people (including Fr. Ignatius, liturgical ministers and 
volunteers) are allowed to participate in each Mass.  

 It comes from the Diocese that anyone attending Mass does so at their own 
risk.  

 The Diocese also emphasizes that older parishioners and those with chronic 
medical issues are not prohibited from attending, but if they come they do so 
at their own risk.   

 If you are not well, please do not come to mass.   



 PLEASE NOTE: Only those who reserve a place by pre-registering will be 
allowed to attend Mass at this time. An attendance list will be kept for 
contact tracing purposes. Details on the pre-registration process will be forth 
coming.   

 There will only be one point of entry to the worship area in the church, 
which will be the right main entrance wooden door. There will only be one 
point of exit, which will be the left main entrance wooden door.   

 If you have pre-registered please come on time. Entrance doors will be 
closed once 50 people are inside the worship area or shortly before Mass 
begins.   

  

Upcoming Mass Schedule  

The first weekday Mass will be celebrated on Friday, June 12th, at 9:00 am.   

The first Sunday Mass will be celebrated on Sunday, June 14th, at 10:00 am.  
(This will be the only Sunday mass that weekend.)  

After this trial run, we will provide more information regarding mass schedules 
going forward. We require quite a number of volunteers for each mass so the more 
people who volunteer, the closer to a normal schedule of masses we will be able to 
schedule. We will not be able to provide a larger amount of masses unless we 
receive sufficient volunteers to make this possible.   

  
  

Contacts for the Areas Required  

Cleaning and Disinfecting Committee   

• Noreen Hess: Email hess@telus.net  or Phone 403-255-5183  

Safety Coordinator for Points of Entry volunteers and Usher positions   

• Murray Gardner: Email murray.gartner@shaw.ca   



• Randy Langille: Email randylangille@shaw.ca   

Guidelines for First Masses  

Regarding THESE FIRST MASSES, please keep in mind the following 
procedures:  
  

 You are required to wear a mask at all times while in the church facility. 
Please make sure to bring your own from home as the parish will not be 
supplying these.  

 Again, only those who have preregistered will be allowed in as 
participation is strictly limited to 50 people including Fr. Tran and 
volunteers.   

 You will be greeted at the entry door by “point of entry persons,” who 
will ask you some questions about your health and direct you to disinfect 
your hands at a cleaning station.  

 Once inside, an usher will direct you to your seat. Strict social distancing 
will be maintained before, during and after Mass.  

 Mass will be shorter than usual, with no singing and a short homily.  

 For the Rite of Communion, Fr. Tran, with a mask on, will distribute the 
Eucharist silently. He will drop the Eucharist into your hand. After you 
receive the Eucharist, walk three or four paces to the right or left marked 
with an X, stop, briefly uncover your face by taking off one loop on your 
ear (do not touch the mask) and consume the Eucharist, and then return 
to your seat. Please remember to keep six feet or two meters apart. Please 
note: The Precious Blood will not be shared and receiving Communion 
on the tongue has been suspended at this time.  

 Collection will not be taken up as usual. Instead, there will be collection 
baskets for your donations at the church doors.   

 After Mass, the “point of entry people” will open the ONE MAIN exit 
door and the ushers will direct your departure from the worship area.  

 Please do not linger in the doorways or entrances.  



After each celebration all surfaces will be cleaned with disinfectant. All pews, 
chairs, light switches, door handles and bathrooms will be thoroughly cleaned by a 
designated “cleaning and disinfecting team.”   

Peace and blessings,   
   

Fr Ignatius Tran,   
Pastor   
  
Dawna Richardson,   
Chair Parish Liturgy Committee   
  
Marilyn Smelski,   
Chair Parish Pastoral Council    

  


