
 

July 12, 2020  

15th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

In our Gospel today, Jesus tells us the story of a sower. Jesus used this 
parable to explain to his followers and the disciples how there are different 
responses to the word of God. The sower in the parable is Jesus and the seed 
is the Word of God.  

The sower prepares the field to receive the seeds which are the Word of God. 
The sower is just throwing the seeds anywhere and in every direction. The 
sower doesn’t care where they land. It is only important that they do land. 
The Word is offered to all, regardless of their potential for accepting it. If 
they don’t, our First Reading says that God’s Word will still accomplish its 
purpose, even though much of it falls on deaf ears (Isaiah 55:10-11). 

The scattered seeds land on four different types of soil: hard ground, rocky 
ground, thorny ground and rich soil.  

Dear Friends, where do you see yourselves? 

Are you the seed that falls at the edge of the path and is carried away? The 
seed sown on the path is the one who hears the word of the Lord without 
understanding it so it’s quickly lost.  

 Are you the seed that falls on rocky ground? The seed sown on rocky 
ground is the one who hears the word and receives it at once with joy but 
forgets it during the week. Unfortunately, it is a fleeting joy that does not 
take root so it lasts only a short time. Showing enthusiasm for the Word is 
not good enough as it dies out in time. After hearing the Word of God, we 
need to take action.  
 



 

Are you the seed that falls among thorns? The seed sown among thorns is 
the one who hears the Word but then the worries and desires of the world 
are placed above faith. God’s word takes root, but other things take priority 
in our lives choking the word so it dies. Are there times when we are too 
busy to pray or attend Mass in person or online? We all have obligations to 
take care of and other activities we are involved in. We often forget that our 
number one concern should be our earthly journey that brings us to eternal 
life with God.  

Are you the seed that falls on rich soil? The seed sown on rich soil is the one 
who hears the Word and understands it and then puts it into action. You 
work for the church and you help those in need. You are concerned with 
building God’s Kingdom on earth and you refuse to let anything deter you 
from spreading the Good News to all. Your actions yield a wonderful and 
abundant harvest.  

Jesus is, of course, using this parable to talk about our faith. It’s something 
that we have to work on. We are so blessed to be a part of St. Gerard’s 
parish. We are blessed with so many devoted parishioners who give so much 
of their time and talents to make this parish as great as it is.  I want to thank 
you for all your individual and valuable contributions.  

I don’t think anyone here can say they are seed that falls on any one type of 
soil all the time. We tend to be seeds that fall on different soils at different 
times. 

We need to challenge ourselves to be the seed that moves to the rich soil by 
being open to the Word of God and following it up with action. If we can do 
that, we will experience the joys that come from serving God. 

 

Stay safe and healthy. 

 

Fr. Ignatius Tran 

 


