
 

 
August 16, 2020 

20th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME “A” 

 

My dear friends in Christ, 

When God created us, He did not create us to be alone. We are social beings 
and never has this been more evident than in these months of Covid 
isolation. We long for interaction with each other both with families and our 
communities. We need to be with those we belong.  

We must be careful to ensure that we do not exclude others. We tend to find 
it difficult to welcome those who do not belong to our group. Often our 
personal biases and our cultural beliefs make us quickly judge others and so 
we end up with people who look like us, speak the same language and have a 
similar culture and belief. 

Our three readings today are examples of racial and religious discrimination.  

First, in Isaiah, the Hebrews have finally returned from exile in Babylon only 
to find Gentiles- Canaanites- living in their beloved homeland. These 
“foreigners” have resettled in Palestine during the years of exile, resulting in 
a racially and religiously mixed culture. Ezekiel opposes allowing Gentiles in 
the temple precincts, but the prophet, Isaiah imagines the possibility of 
Gentile sacrifices being acceptable to the God of Israel.  

In our second reading, Saint Paul is troubled over the Jews’ rejection of our 
Lord Jesus. He knows Christ has come for Jews and Gentiles alike. Paul 
grieves that the realization of God’s inclusive love is being thwarted by his 
own people.  



 

The Gospel today teaches us a lesson on unity and solidarity among all of 
God’s people. Jesus has travelled into a Gentile area. A woman comes to 
Him, calling Him “Son of David” and pleads with Him to help her daughter.  

The woman was not just a pagan. She was a Canaanite. Canaanites were 
considered very dangerous because the interaction with this group in the 
past had led the people of Israel to intermarry with them and then become 
Pagans themselves.   

Our first reading informed us that the Promised Land was originally occupied 
by the Canaanites. They were pushed out by the Israelites. That is why, since 
then, the relationship between the Jews and the Canaanites was that of deep 
animosity. However, this did not stop the woman. She mustered all her 
courage to come to Jesus. 

It was not considered proper in those times for a woman to speak to a man in 
public. Plus, she was asking a favour on behalf of her daughter, not a son. She 
was not going to be stopped. Her love for her sick daughter was all that 
mattered.  She took her chances of being ridiculed or rejected and boldly said 
what was on her mind. 

Jesus’ disciples encouraged Him to turn her away. At first Jesus ignores her; 
he says nothing. Then he tells her he was sent to minister only to the Jews. 

Then the woman starts pleading. She recognizes who Jesus truly was and 
addresses Him as “Lord.” 

She repeatedly called out, “Lord, help me!” She was persistent, but, at the 
same time, humble. She was a Canaanite, but she truly believed in Jesus, 
unlike the Jews of his time who rejected him. 

Even though she was not a member of his Jewish people, Jesus went beyond 
the expected and responded to the Canaanite by instantly healing her 
daughter. He used this event to teach his disciples that whoever truly had 
faith and believed in Him would be saved. It also convinced the early Jewish 
Christians that the Good News was to be preached to the whole world.  

It is faith, not social or religious affiliation that unites us to Jesus. 

True faith does not discriminate. It does not divide or exclude. It is welcoming 
and unifying. We belong to Jesus; and so we also belong to one another. In  



 

God’s eyes, we are all His beloved children. The saving blood of Jesus was 
shed on the cross for all peoples of all times.   

God envisions a world united in love and harmony without religious conflicts, 
racial prejudice, hatred or discrimination. We are capable of showing loving-
kindness, generosity, friendship, peace, forgiveness, and gratitude.  

Our resolve this week should be to treat everyone with love. Faith is what 
really matters in life, and not where we were born or raised! We are all 
different but equal in the eyes of God. We should be completely committed 
to form One Church and be One body. We pray that one day all God’s 
children will worship Him together.  

Stay safe and healthy. 

 

Fr. Ignatius Tran 

 


