
 

August 23rd, 2020  

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time - A 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  

Have you ever wondered who you are really meant to be and what your 
purpose in life is? Have you wondered how others see you? 

Jesus wanted to know what kind of impression he left on people and so he 
asked his apostles, “Who do people say that I am?”       

The disciples responded, “John the Baptist, Elijah,  

Jeremiah, or another prophet!” 

Jesus spoke with such authority that most people thought he was a prophet.  

Jesus seems disappointed with the answer as if he wanted to hear something 
other than what he had always heard people calling him. And so, Jesus 
rephrases the question, “No, no…who do you say I am? 

Peter steps forward and calls him Messiah which is what Jesus had hoped to 
hear from them. Peter verbalized something the disciples had suspected for 
some time but never said out loud.  

Jesus looks at Peter and sees something deep within Peter that Peter 
couldn’t see for himself. 

Jesus said, “You told me who I am. Now let me tell you who you are. You are 
Rock!  “Peter” means Rock. This was not something Simon Peter recognized 
in himself or that others recognized in him. It was a big surprise, not only to 
Peter, but also to all who knew him. 



 
Jesus was commissioning Peter to become the rock of faith, and build his 
church. This is how Peter became the first pope.  

Jesus entrusts to Peter and the apostles and the church, the binding and 
loosing keys. Jesus gave them the authority to forgive or retain sins.  

Those who do not repent of their sins will retain them. Those who are 
penitent and truly regret their sins will be forgiven.  

In asking who they and others thought he was, Jesus was asking a dangerous 
question. At the time, it was okay to say Jesus was a prophet, a holy man, a 
teacher, or a spiritual leader. But to call him the Son of God or divine would 
elicit severe reactions from most people who could not accept Him as such. 

If we asked people today, “Who do people say that I am? What sorts of 
answers would we get?   

Most religions do recognize Jesus. He was a man in our history who lived and 
died. He is also acknowledged as one of the great religious figures of all time.  

Islam considers Jesus to be a messenger of God sent to proclaim the Good 
News to the children of Israel. 

The Qur’an mentions Jesus many times and recognizes the Virgin Birth and 
Jesus’ power to perform miracles.  Their belief is that Jesus escaped death 
altogether and ascended into heaven. There is no mention of crucifixion and 
resurrection.  

For the Jews, Jesus is recognized as a wise teacher, a miracle worker, a 
prophet and as the charismatic leader of a Jewish sect.  They don’t believe he 
was their Promised Messiah. 

Dear Friends, I’m going to ask you the same question: Who do you say Jesus 
is?  

Each of us has to answer it for ourselves.  

Who do we say Jesus is when we lose someone we love? Who do we say 
Jesus is in these COVID pandemic times? Who do we say Jesus is when we get 
news we don’t want to hear? Who do we say Jesus is when we get happy 
news? 



 

The answer to this question likely reveals more about us than about Jesus. It 
reveals how we live and what we stand for.  

Jesus, our Messiah, comes to give us Good News about who we really are 
and who we can become. The good news is this: inside each one of us is the 
person God meant us to be. Deep within us is the person God our Father 
dreams we can be. All of the skills and talents God originally gave us are still 
there. All of the personality traits are there. We simply need to bring out the 
best in ourselves. That’s what Peter eventually came to do.  

Like Peter, we are to become a Rock when we face all of life’s storms thrown 
up against us. We need to stand firm and show our Christian love to all.  

Stay safe and healthy. 

 

Fr. Ignatius Tran 

 


