
      MY WISH FOR ST. GERARD’S 

I have been a member of St. Gerard’s parish for over 40 years. When we moved to Haysboro in 
1977, we started going to Saint Gerard’s, but I was not a baptized Catholic. In 1986, after becoming 
a father to two boys, while walking past the church in late October, I felt something inside me say, 
‘You need to join the church.’ So, I called the office and was warmly told Father Ed Flanagan would 
make the decision about my request. I was then told that I could join the RCIA program that was 
already underway. Although I was a bit nervous about it, the sponsor assigned to me, Gene Swain, 
Father Flanagan and the RCIA team welcomed me and I became a full member of St. Gerard’s 
parish on April 18th, 1987, the day of my Baptism.  

I joined the Knights of Columbus at our parish shortly after becoming Catholic, became an usher, 
and worked on the marriage prep team with Irene. I have continued to help wherever I can. 

My volunteer work as a Knight and with the marriage prep team brought me to the church office 
frequently, so I got to know the office staff over the years. They always had a smile and we got to 
know each others’ families by our little chats.  

While I am saddened by the loss of their jobs, I genuinely believe they have been treated fairly. 
Decisions of this type do not come lightly. I have often reviewed the church’s financial statements, 
posted quarterly on the parish website, and noted that our church has struggled to make ends 
meet. I know the Finance Committee has been doing its best to make parishioners aware of the 
situation and the decision regarding the office positions, is a direct result of the financial 
challenges. This may sound unsympathetic, but I believe it could not be avoided and was only 
accelerated by the COVID pandemic. 

I, like many in our parish, follow Catholic daily readings.  I have been a reader of the Word Among 
Us for 20+ years because it helps me understand the readings. As we approached the Epiphany of 
the Lord, I found the commentaries for January 5th, 6th and 7th, as well as the first readings for those 
days (1st John 4: 7-10 4:11-18 and 4:19-5:4) to be very relevant to what is happening in our parish. 
In these readings, John tells us that we are to love one another, that God is love, and that we 
cannot say we love God but hate our brothers or sisters. The commentary for these readings really 
hit home. To paraphrase: 

 ‘God’s redeeming love for us springs from His own initiative, not ours. His love for us is not based 
on whether we are right or wrong. It is based on how hard we work to build His Kingdom. God loves 
the other person with whom we have a major disagreement, just as deeply as He loves us. Love is a 
choice, a decision. We, as St. Gerard’s parish, need to find the strength and humility needed to 
forgive one another and to work together for the good of our beloved Church. It is our 
responsibility to make every effort to reflect God’s love to those with whom we do not agree. 
Obeying God is so simple. You just have to love. Obeying God is so difficult. You always have to 
love. This is a tall order and I know how hard it can be to recognize the most loving thing to do, in 
the messy circumstances of daily life. We never do it perfectly! God is the source of all love and He 
has given us the Holy Spirit to be our helper. So be encouraged! Loving is up to you. But it’s not all 
up to you. You just have to let the Holy Spirit help you.’ 

I hope and pray we, the parishioners of St. Gerard’s, can all move forward in a positive way with an 
attitude of love! 

Randy Langille, January 8, 2021 


